Correlation between bleeding times and platelet counts in women with preeclampsia undergoing cesarean section.
Platelet count and bleeding time and the correlation between these two variables in women with preeclampsia who received epidural or general anesthesia for cesarean section were evaluated. The study included 106 women with preeclampsia who were undergoing cesarean section and 94 healthy, term parturients receiving epidural anesthesia for labor analgesia or for cesarean section. Platelet counts were measured using an automated Coulter Counter, and bleeding times were measured using the modified Ivy bleeding time technique. Platelet count was significantly lower and bleeding time significantly prolonged in patients with preeclampsia compared with the control group (P less than 0.0001). In the preeclampsia group, eight patients (7.5%) had thrombocytopenia (platelet count less than 100,000/mm3), whereas in the control group, all women had a normal platelet count (greater than 150,000/mm3). All but one patient with thrombocytopenia had prolonged bleeding time. In addition, 34% of those women with severe preeclampsia and 13% with mild preeclampsia had prolonged bleeding time, although their platelet count was adequate. In the control group, 2% had abnormal bleeding time in the presence of a normal platelet count. There was good correlation between bleeding time and platelet count only when platelet count was lower than 100,000/mm3 (r = -0.76, P less than -0.02).